ENGLISH 3 – COLLEGE PREP

AMERICAN LITERATURE

CLASS GUIDELINES/SYLLABUS 2016-2017
Teacher: Wendy Mora
Room 405
765-6300 ex 40405
wmora@hemetusd.org 
This is a class based on Common Core at the 11th grade level in Reading, Writing, Written and Oral English Language Conventions, and Listening and Speaking. Our primary textbook is Holt Literature and Language Arts: Essentials of American Literature, Fourth Course. In this course of study, students will be introduced to works of American Literature: short stories, novels, drama, non-fiction, and poetry. The writing assignments will include the writing of well- organized essays: autobiographical, expository, and responses to literature. Ongoing grammar warm-ups will serve to enhance students’ command of both written and verbal English skills.

Grading:    Unit final assessment, APT, Tests and Quizzes
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10%

Grades are a percentage of the total points possible according to the following scale:

90-100% = A,   80-89% = B,   70-79% = C,    60-69% = D, and 59% or below = F.

REMEMBER -Cheating is unacceptable. If a paper is copied, that is cheating. Plagiarism is the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off as one's own and it is cheating. The assignment for the involved students will receive a 0.  Students will possibly receive a U in citizenship. Students who cheat or plagiarize may be given an alternative assignment which will only be able to receive 50% of the original assignments points. In addition, a student’s grade does not start over until the end of the semester.  What students do or do not do in the first few weeks of school will affect their grade until December. 

Attendance:   Excessive absences, 10 or more, may cause students to fall behind in their classwork,   possibly lowering their grade. According to HUSD policy, a student has two days for every day absent to complete make up assignments due to the excused absence. Any quizzes, assessments, writing prompts when absences are excused can be made up for full credit on scheduled make-up days and times. It is the student’s responsibility to attend scheduled make-ups and to make up missed assignments after absences.
Required Materials:  All of the following items must be brought to class every day unless instructed otherwise by your teacher. 

     *Notebook or folder for handouts and notes

     *Loose-leaf, lined paper

     *Pencil/pen (blue or black ink and a red pen)

     *Textbook


     *Novel (as assigned)

     *Homework/warm up cover sheet

Failure to bring required materials to class will result in a loss of participation points.

Assignments: 

1. All work must be legible (for messy hand writers, type) and have a proper heading in the upper      left hand corner: first and last name, date, period, title of the assignment. Also, write the standard for the assignment at the top of the paper. Illegible work will require rewriting, due the following day.

2. Missed tests and quizzes must be made up within one week of an absence on scheduled make-up days and times. Reminder: The student is responsible for attending the scheduled make-up time!

3. Once a test has been returned, no make-up will be allowed.
4.  Late work will receive a lowered grade. Students must make every effort to perform in a responsible manner. 
Behavioral Reminders:  Class rules are the same as school rules. Phones or any devices are not allowed to be used in class unless the teacher gives a directive. Please bring a positive attitude and a desire to learn so that time spent in here is enjoyable. This classroom needs to be a place where all students feel safe to share and to be themselves. Students must be prompt and must be in their assigned seat when the tardy bell rings. Remember, only water allowed in class, and please, no cussing.

Personal Note on Communication:  If you ever have any questions, comments, or concerns about class, you must communicate with me. Unless you say something, I will think that all is going well and that you understand everything. Polite questions during class are always welcome, for serious or personal concerns one on one after class is always best. I am available for help after school generally until 4:00.

Welcome to your Junior Year!  Let’s make it a successful one.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Mora

                                                                                         Date __________     Period __________


Mrs. Mora,


I have read and understand the requirements as stated in the course guidelines/syllabus concerning, grading, attendance policy, materials required, assignments, behavioral reminders, and communication suggestions; and I agree to abide by them.


Student signature ______________________________________________________


Printed name _________________________________________________________


Parent/guardian signature _______________________________________________


Printed name __________________________________________________________


Parent’s reachable phone #____________________ email address____________________________











